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at least in part to the stress he faced
over the proposed pension cuts not just
to him and his family but to the work-
ers he was fighting for as a union activ-
ist. The benefits to his widow, his wife
Rita, have already been cut. She faces
an additional 40-percent reduction be-
cause of the proposed cuts put forth by
Central States. Butch said the cuts
being forced on retirees—his words—
“amount to a war against the middle
class and the American dream.” He is
right. Ohio’s retired workers have
earned their pensions and their retire-
ment savings over a lifetime of hard
work. It was promised to them, wheth-
er they worked behind a desk, on the
factory floor, down in the coal mines,
or behind a wheel.

We should honor Butch’s memory by
continuing his work. That means com-
ing together to support a bipartisan so-
lution to protect Rita’s benefits and
the pensions of tens of thousands of re-
tired Teamsters and retired mine work-
ers.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
TRIBUTE TO JACQUELYNE BRADY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and honor the career
of Jacquelyne ‘‘Jackie’” Brady, as she
retires from her position as town man-
ager for Laughlin, NV.

For more than 20 years, Jackie Brady
has been dedicated to serving the resi-
dents of Clark County. As the Laughlin
town manager, Jackie has managed
municipal services that Laughlin resi-
dents depend on and enjoy. Throughout
her tenure, Jackie has worked to build
partnerships that spur economic
progress and positively impact
Laughlin and southern Nevada. Under
her steadfast and innovative leader-
ship, her office created the first eco-
nomic development plan in the city,
supported the improvement of Needles
Highway, and helped develop the Colo-
rado River Greenway Heritage Park
and Trails, among other accomplish-
ments.

Jackie’s success is hard-fought and
well-earned. She was born and raised in
east Texas in a segregated community
where she was not even allowed to use
the local library. Instead, Jackie and
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her peers had to learn from textbooks
that were outdated and out of circula-
tion. Despite this, Jackie went on to
receive her bachelor’s degree from East
Tennessee State University, and she
later returned to Texas to attend the
newly established Lyndon B. Johnson
School of Public Affairs at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, where she
graduated with a master’s degree.

In addition to her role as Laughlin
town manager, Jackie has served as
the county liaison to the town of
Searchlight, NV, for more than 17
yvears. In 2014, Jackie was named a Dis-
tinguished Woman in Nevada, and in
2015, she was awarded Woman of the
Year by the Real Life Church in Las
Vegas. Jackie also sits on the Laughlin
Chamber of Commerce board and has
been involved with the Rotary Club,
United Way Allocations Committee,
Family Resource Center Board, and the
former Laughlin Kiwanis Club.

I congratulate Jackie on her many
successes and decades of public service.
I appreciate and commend her dedica-
tion to the Silver State, and I wish
Jackie the best in her retirement and
future endeavors.

——————

51ST ANNIVERSARY OF BLOODY
SUNDAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today
marks the 51st anniversary of what has
come to be known as Bloody Sunday.
On March 7, 1965, JOHN LEWIS and Rev-
erend Hosea Williams led 600 brave
civil rights activists in a march over
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma,
AL. These courageous men, women,
and children gathered to draw atten-
tion to the systematic disenfranchise-
ment of African Americans in Alabama
and throughout much of the Deep
South. They marched in pursuit of the
most fundamental right, the right pre-
servative of all others—the right to
vote.

What they received that day, how-
ever, were brutal beatings from police
batons as State troopers turned them
back and chased them down. More than
50 of the demonstrators were injured.
JOHN LEWIS was beaten unconscious
and nearly killed.

Ten days later, Federal district court
Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr., granted
protection to the activists, ruling that
they were permitted to march from
Selma to the State capitol in Mont-
gomery. In the historic order he issued,
Judge Johnson wrote: ‘““The law is clear
that the right to petition one’s govern-
ment for the redress of grievances may
be exercised in large groups. Indeed,
where, as here, minorities have been
harassed, coerced and intimidated,
group association may be the only real-
istic way of exercising such rights. . . .

These rights may be exercised by
marching, even along public high-
ways.”’

Days later, the march proceeded with
a crowd of approximately 3,200 march-
ers—which swelled to 25,000 by the time
they reached the capitol. Within
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months, President Lyndon B. Johnson
signed the Voting Rights Act into
law—guaranteeing that the right to
vote would not be restricted through
clever schemes, like poll taxes and lit-
eracy tests, devised to keep African
Americans from voting.

Last month, the foot soldiers of the
1965 voting rights marches were recog-
nized with a Congressional Gold Medal.
JOHN LEWIS, who since 1987 has been
Congressman JOHN LEWIS, along with
Reverend Frederick D. Reese, accepted
the medal on behalf of the foot sol-
diers. At the ceremony, Congressman
LEWIS said: “It was their determined
marching feet that led to the passage
of the Voting Rights Act. . They
were just ordinary people with an ex-
traordinary vision, to build a true de-
mocracy in America.”’

In 2005, I was proud to join Congress-
man LEWIS on a trip to Selma for a cer-
emonial walk across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge to mark the 40th anni-
versary of Bloody Sunday. As we
marched in recognition of that extraor-
dinary vision to build a true democ-
racy, we celebrated the marchers’
achievement—a bill that has often been
called the most significant civil rights
law ever passed by Congress. Little did
we know that, 8 years later, in 2013, the
Supreme Court would strike down a
major provision of that landmark leg-
islation.

In Shelby County v. Holder, on a 54
vote, a divided Supreme Court struck
down the provision of the Voting
Rights Act that required certain juris-
dictions to preclear any changes to
their voting laws with the Department
of Justice. This decision effectively
gutted the Voting Rights Act. Since
the decision, States like Texas, North
Carolina, Alabama, and Mississippi
have put in place restrictive State vot-
ing laws—which all too often have a
disproportionate impact on lower-in-
come and minority voters.

In order to truly honor the foot sol-
diers of Bloody Sunday and repair the
damage done by Shelby County, Con-
gress must restore the Voting Rights
Act by passing the bipartisan Voting
Rights Advancement Act. This bill,
which Senator LEAHY, Senator COONS,
and I introduced last year, would en-
sure that the Federal Government is
once again able to fully protect the
fundamental right to vote.

I wish that, 51 years after Bloody
Sunday, America had reached a point
where the protections of the Voting
Rights Act were no longer necessary.
But we have not, and the Voting Rights
Act is still very much needed today.

In 2006, Congress reauthorized the
Voting Rights Act with an over-
whelming bipartisan vote in both the
House and the Senate. It is time to
once again come together on a bipar-
tisan basis and recognize the ongoing
challenges that minority voters all too
frequently face. Congress must take ac-
tion to repair the Voting Rights Act
and ensure the legacy of those who
marched 51 years ago.
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